Kombishtato is a recurrent word in the urban language of Asmara. This word originated from the Italian expression Campo Cintato (fenced camp), the area in which the Italians, who colonised Eritrea from 1890 to 1941, established their fi rst settlement.
new struggles over resources and space.
2 Th e analysis will mainly focus on the life of urban migrants, particularly those coming from neighbouring Ethiopia and their confrontational relations with the colonial administration and with other urban communities. For its consistency, social signifi cance and political implications the presence of Ethiopian migrants not only marked the life of the city, but also contributed to redefi ne patterns of exclusion and inclusion in Asmara which later became expression of broader cultural and political divisions in the Horn of Africa.
Th e Creation of a Colonial Urban Space Th e Emergence of the Campo Cintato: Early Colonial Asmara
Th e occupation of Asmara in 1889 symbolised for the Italians the establishment of the fi rst African colony, the so-called colonia primogenita (the fi rst born colony), and the possibility of starting a new phase in colonial expansion that viewed the occupation of Ethiopia as its main goal. Th e Italian defeat at Adwa in 1896, however, redefi ned Italian aspirations and marked the beginning of a new chapter in Italian colonial history. As well as representing the largest defeat in Africa during the colonial era, the Italian defeat at Adwa became a watershed in Italian colonial policies and practices (Aquarone 1986 , Del Boca 1997 . Relations with neighbouring Ethiopia remained problematic throughout the Italian presence in the Horn of Africa, heavily aff ecting the internal situation of both countries and impacting on all aspects of Italian colonial policy in Eritrea. Th e development of Asmara signifi cantly embodies the confrontational relations between the two countries.
Before the Italian conquest, Asmara was the headquarters of Ras Alula who was appointed by the Ethiopian Emperor Yohannes IV as
